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The next Benevolent Association meeting will be Friday July
21,
21, 2017
2017, 8:00 PM,
PM at the Farmingdale Fire Department. It’s

“SUMMER SOCIAL TIME”.
Benevolent Association of
Farmingdale
April 3,
3, 2017 Meeting
Meeting
12/13/24 – 3/9/17
IN HOHOR OF
RICHARD FITZPATRICK

Meeting called to order at 8:17 PM by President
D. Tortoso. Salute to the flag was led by VicePresident Yenzer. A moment of silence was
observed for recently deceased member Richard
Fitzpatrick and our troops.
Minutes of the January 9th, 2017 meeting were
read. A motion by Trustee Romano, 2nd by B.
Blovsky to accept the minutes as read.
CARRIED.
Dues and Fines
Collection of dues this evening, $320.
Election of New Members
President Tortoso stated that if there were no
objections he would like to first vote on the four
individuals that have applied for membership,
Christopher DeSena, Austin Hollister, Victor
Quijano and John Russo. Motion R. Kostanoski,
2nd by W. Scally that the secretary cast one ballot
for all four. CARRIED. President Tortoso
appointed two tellers and the secretary cast one
YES ballot. All four new members were brought
in and welcomed by the membership. Motion by
R. Kostanoski, 2nd by Trustee Kelly that we
dismiss the tellers. CARRIED.
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Reports of Officers & Committees
Vice-President Yenzer informed the membership
that 2016 medical bills are due this evening.
Trustee Wass reported that Audit Committee
completed an audit of 2016 finances and they
were found to be in order. Motion by R.
Kostanoski, 2nd by A. DiPrima that we accept the
Audit Committees report. CARRIED.
Communications and Bills
Communications-None
Bills:
FFD Kitchen Committee $160.00
Piazzetta $530.40
P. Wass $33.46
W. Reilly $10.88
Total $734.74
Motion by R. Kostanoski, 2nd by Trustee Wass to
pay the bills if found correct and those needing
further attention be brought up under new
business. CARRIED
Treasurer’s Report:
Treasurer Russ Carpenter read off his financial
report. Motion by Trustee Wass, 2nd by R.
Kostanoski that we accept the Treasurer’s report.
CARRIED.
Sickness & Distress
G. Carpenter reported that R. Schlingloff severed
the tip of his pinky finger.
Unfinished Business

None
New Business
Motion by G. Happ, 2nd by H. Vlokhos that the
minutes for this evenings meeting be outlined in
honor of Richard Fitzpatrick. CARRIED.
Motion by F. Schumeyer, 2nd by L. Pieloch for
refreshments. CARRIED.
Election of Officers & Trustees
None

Alfred Scherer of auditing committee reported,
progress.
Application of Sidney Jacobson together with
proper initiation fee received and investigating
committee reported favorably. President
Beierling appointed Charles M. Schmidt and
Franklin Otten to act as tellers and meeting
proceeded to ballot. All votes in favor and he
was duly declared elected and secretary to so
notify him.

Reading and Approval of Minutes:
A motion by Trustee Wass, 2nd by R. Kostanoski
to dispense with the reading of the minutes due
to the lateness of the hour. CARRIED.

Tellers discharged with vote of thanks.

Receipts of the Evening
$320.
50/50 total $114…..The house received $57.

Motion by Alfred Scherer 2nd. by Frank Talbot
that members in arrears be approved and
reinstated in as much as secretary has reported
collection of all dues.

Roll Call
There were 46 members present.

Treasuruer report: General Fund $759.54;
Insurance Fund $1,283.34; Death Benefit $5.60;
Defense bonds in the amount of $1,740. for total
assests of $3,788.28.

Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 8:36 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
Henry J. Pieloch
Secretary

------------------------------------------------------------------------------History

History

Benevolent Association of
Farmingdale
July 2nd, 1945..
Regular meeting of the Exempt Firemen's
Association held on July 2nd, 1945, President
Beierling in chair together with 24 members at
roll call.
Minutes of meeting of April 2nd, 1945, read for
information only.
Communications - Letters from Mrs. Dunkirke;
Charles Post and Fred Brower and family of late
Brother A. W. Parry, interest checks for $6.25
each on two "bonds and following bills:
Farmingdale Grocers $4.50; $2.74; Frank Dinda
$5.00; E.Gilson $5.00; and Gerard Leonard
$7.00.
Motion by Alfred Scherer 2nd by Frank Talbot
that bills be paid if found correct and
communications taken up under new business if
necessary.
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Financial secretary reported receipts of evening
$137.53 and that 4 members were in arrears at
this time.

Motion by William Lafferty 2nd by Henry Minke
that report be accepted.
Alfred Scherer presented the following resolution
which was seconded by Henry Minke and duly
adopted.
WHEREAS it was necessary to levy an
assessment of $1.00 per man for the death
benefit when the Farmingdale Exempt and
Benevolent Association was organized and
WHEREAS the books of the treasury at present
show a substantial balance, now therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED that said amount of $114.00
of Insurance account be set aside from the
treasury of this Association and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said money
be used for the payment of the death benefit to
the beneficiary or estate of the next deceased
member of this association entitled to said
benefit.
Motion by Alfred Scherer and 2nd by Frank
Talbot that claim of late brother Alfred W. Parry
be approved for payment.
Motion by Alfred Scherer seconded by Frank
Colbert that bags for the use of Financial

Secretary, Treasurer and Secretary be purchased
and that secretary take care of same.
Motion by Arthur White 2nd by Alfred Scherer
that we recommend to the board of Directors the
purchase of another $500 bond.
Motion by Arthur White 2nd by Frank Talbot that
we have by-laws printed in books form for
distribution to members and that committee be
appointed to go over same and report back at our
next meeting. Committee William Lafferty,
Alfred Scherer, John Delaney, Frank Talbot,
George W. Leonard and President Beierling.
Motion by William Lafferty 2nd by Arthur White
that we have refreshments. Carried.
Motion by Fred Brower 2nd by John Delaney that
minutes be accepted.
Motion made and carried that we adjourn.
Meeting adjourned at 10:20.P.M.
George W. Leonard Sec.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Fire Pole
Of all the tools associated with the dangerous but
sometimes romantic world of firefighting, few capture the
spirit of the job quite like the shiny firehouse pole, that
simple brass delivery system that relies on little more than
gravity to get a fireman to his truck a few seconds faster.
In New York City's firehouses, veterans have a deep
affection, even a zealous sense of protection for their
poles. But now, the department has begun shrinking their
number sharply as it builds new firehouses and remodels
old ones to bring them up to current building codes. In
many cases, ventilation systems have been installed where
the poles and their surrounding holes used to be.
The trend is no different around the country, as cities build
one-story firehouses and update older firehouses. "It
certainly is without any question that firehouse poles are
becoming, with each new firehouse, a thing of the past,"
said Harold A. Schaitberger, the general president of the
International Association of Fire Fighters. "The new
firehouse or station would be built with stairways and no
poles."
It is an ignominious slide into obscurity for a century-old tool
that has served a fire company perhaps as many as a
dozen times a night. As the first daring step before any
derring-do, the pole, with its 20-foot-or-so plunge, became
a striking emblem of firefighting like the walrus mustache
and the Dalmatian.
And while other tools like wooden ladders and horse-drawn
engines have been updated and improved over the
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decades, the pole, true to form, remains the fastest way
down.
A new firehouse in the Rockaways in Queens was built
without any poles at all. A vast firehouse on Staten Island
opened in the spring with a single cast aluminum pole
tucked into a corner. (On a recent visit, firefighters,
momentarily forgetting it was there, said they did not have
one).
Firehouses under renovation in Brooklyn and Manhattan
have had many of their poles removed. And the fire
academy stopped teaching new recruits to slide down
poles some years ago.
The removal has also coincided with the department's
heightened concerns about safety in recent years. Every
firefighter seems to tell stories of pole-related broken
ankles, sprains, blown-out knees, friction burns,
concussions, twisted and broken backs. News accounts
described one pole-related paralysis, in 1969, and one
civilian death, in 1929.
For a department intensely loyal to tradition, even a gentle
weaning away from, say, four poles, positioned alongside
the engine and truck, to one centrally situated pole can
seem like a seismic shift to veterans, who say they must
recalibrate their well-honed exit maneuvers to include a
more time-consuming jaunt down a flight or two of stairs.
"It's the first thing I do when I work somewhere else: find
out where the pole is," said Lt. Jeff Monsen of Engine
Company 23 on West 58th Street in Manhattan.
At the Lower Manhattan quarters of Engine Company 10
and Ladder Company 10, where the poles were recently
removed and holes sealed up so that ductwork could be
installed for central air-conditioning, disappointed
firefighters considered sawing through the first floor ceiling
to reinstall them. "Now at 4 o'clock in the morning, you've
got 11 guys going down the stairs," a veteran firefighter
said glumly. "Stupidest thing I ever heard of."
Joseph Mastropietro, who as the assistant commissioner of
facilities oversees the maintenance of the city's firehouses,
said that the poles had been removed and their holes filled
as firehouses were renovated and given new ventilation
systems required by the city.
"We didn't see it as a major problem because they still had
two means of egress," he said, referring to a single pole
and stairs. "There was a lot of resistance at first, but I don't
think they mind it too much now."
In 2000, the department briefly envisioned new houses built
without poles and opened the quarters of Engine Company
265 in the Rockaways without any. But the department
abandoned that plan when it became clear that the city
lacked the space for sprawling houses to replace the
narrow, multistory historic firehouses that it still used.
Since then, Mr. Mastropietro said, the department has
backed a strategic placement of poles as the houses are
remodeled, which has meant a selective removal.
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Suddenly, the alarm wails, and, like a merry band
summoned by a whistle in a forest, firefighters rain from the
ceiling. They shoot down in rapid succession, full of bounce
and grace. All the signature styles of descent whisk by: not
only the ankle cross and the two-hand hold but the one-arm
hook and the straight-legged-one-arm-hook combo.
It is over in about 10 seconds, and a visitor who did not
think to look up could miss it without ever knowing.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

August

July

Happy Birthday
Lori Anne Iiardi-7/4
Matt Hammond-7/5
Rich Maragni-7/5
Chris LoPinto-7/6
Matt Pullaro-7/10
Frank Romano Jr.-7/10
Glenn Steinle-7/16
Rob Aaronson-7/17
Bruce Blovsky-7/18
Ryan R. Kelly-7/19
Ken Zirkelbach-7/19

Herb Vlokhos-7/20
Jerry Ahern-7/21
Alison Celaya-7/21
Jimmy Yuskevich-7/21
Tom Galgano-7/23
David Hubbard-7/24
Bill Reilly-7/25
Jeff Dillon-7/26
Martin Chuquiruna-7/28
John Kunz Jr.-7/30

Michael Reilly-8/1
Fred Schumeyer-8/5
Cara Maragni-8/7
Tom Cinque-8/6
Tom B. Cousins Jr.-8/9
Brian Pullaro-8/10

Bryan Warshauer-8/10
Bob White-8/10
William Jagoe-8/13
Jeff Yuskevich-8/13
Geoffrey Benn-8/15
Lorraine Pieloch-8/27

Jim McLaughlin-9/1
Ken Tortoso Jr.-9/14
Brian Bretana-9/4
Artie Hendrickson Sr.-9/15
Sal Abbruscato-9/6
Charlie Karp-9/16
Paul Ashford-9/6
Bob Lopez-9/16
Jack Scherer-9/8
Daniel McMonagle-9/18
Shirley Cote-9/10
Brian Alford-9/22
Joe Mauer-9/10
Chris Walsh-9/24
Jim Needham-9/11
Scott Smith-9/25
Chris Oppedisano-9/12 Arthur Hendrickson Jr.-9/29
Anthony Bartone-9/14
Rob Russo-9/29
------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Farmingdale FD Emil & Louis Gerngras Scholarship
winner for 2017 is Brenna Merrins. Brenna is the daughter
of Water Witch firefighter Will Merrins III. She received her
award at the ceremonies following the 2017 Memorial Day
Parade. Congratulations Brenna.
”
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

September

The pole can seem more harrowing than some rescue
missions. Marooned inside a 3-foot-wide moat of open
space with a 21-foot drop to cold concrete, the pole is no
plaything, generations of firefighters' best efforts to the
contrary.
Climbing races and water fights are two unofficial but
common uses of the pole and the hole. Another is luring a
rookie firefighter into a rope maneuver and leaving him
dangling indefinitely in the hole.
Some firefighters like to stop and talk at the base of the
pole, one hand on its gleaming brass, while others make
sure never to store their bunker gear too close to the pole
for fear of being clipped by descending firefighters as they
put it on.
"It's an expressway," said Firefighter Louis Trazino of
Engine Company 33 in Greenwich Village, where the pole
connecting the second and third floors spans a 28-foot drop,
the longest of any in the city.
Keep in mind that before hopping on a fire truck and driving
away in the middle of the night, a firefighter must leap into a
dark hole with what seems like a two-story drop and slide.
Descent requires as much bravado as a mastery of physical
technique. There is no safety platform, no remedy for
sweaty palms, and the constant danger of striking one's
head on the perimeter of the hole or against the swinging
doors that might enclose it.
"You know how many times that's happened?" asked
Firefighter Dan Cintron of Engine 23 with a laugh as he
launched into another terrifying demonstration, banging
open the doors enclosing the pole and, without even
glancing to prepare for his leap across the hole, grabbing
the pole and spinning downward 20 feet to the ground. He
reached it in two seconds.
Another firefighter at the house was known to stash
pillowcases near every pole hole to grasp the pole and
descend quicker. Old-timers were said to slide down head
first. Firefighters can tell a novice by whether his skin
whistles against the metal.
Lieutenant Monsen said he had had to train every new
firefighter at the house the proper way to slide: legs crossed
at the ankles with the pole resting between the outer ankle
joints, chin tucked to chest, and hands firm, not clenched.
Mike DeSanctis, 24, who has been a firefighter at Engine
23 for four months, said that he and another probationary
firefighter usually took the stairs when the alarm bells rang.
To avoid the matter entirely, one has taken to sleeping
downstairs.
In time, should the poles remain, the young firefighters
might become part of one of the most extraordinary and
underappreciated bits of choreography in town.
It happens after dinner when the firefighters have retired to
their upstairs bunks, when the mayhem of the city is
suspended in an odd calm.

☺Time for a Little Humor☺
It's time again for the annual 'Stella Awards'! For those
unfamiliar with these awards, they are named after 81year-old Stella Liebeck who spilled hot coffee on herself
and successfully sued the McDonald's in New Mexico,
where she purchased coffee. You remember, she took the

lid off the coffee and put it between her knees while she
was driving. Who would ever think one could get burned
doing that, right? These are awards for the most outlandish
lawsuits and verdicts in the U.S. You know, the kinds of
cases that make you scratch your head. So keep your
head scratcher handy.
Here are the Stella’s for this past year
-----ARE YOU READY?????----*7th Place-Kathleen Robertson of Austin, Texas was
awarded $80,000 by a jury of her peers after breaking her
ankle tripping over a toddler who was running inside a
furniture store. The store owners were understandably
surprised by the verdict, considering the running toddler was
her own son! Start scratching!
*6th Place-Carl Truman, 19, of Los Angeles, California won
$74,000 plus medical expenses when his neighbor ran over
his hand with a Honda Accord. Truman apparently didn't
notice there was someone at the wheel of the car when he
was trying to steal his neighbor's hubcaps. Scratch some
more.
*5th Place-Terrence Dickson, of Bristol, Pennsylvania, who
was leaving a house he had just burglarized by way of the
garage. Unfortunately for Dickson, the automatic garage
door opener malfunctioned and he could not get the garage
door to open. Worse, he couldn't re-enter the house
because the door connecting the garage to the house
locked when Dickson pulled it shut. Forced to sit for eight,
count 'em, EIGHT days and survive on a case of Pepsi and
a large bag of dry dog food, he sued the homeowner's
insurance company claiming undue mental anguish.
Amazingly, the jury said the insurance company must pay
Dickson $500,000 for his anguish. We should all have this
kind of anguish.
Keep scratching. There are more. Double hand scratching
after this one.
*4th Place-Jerry Williams, of Little Rock, Arkansas,
garnered 4th Place in the Stella's when he was awarded
$14,500 plus medical expenses after being bitten on the butt
by his next door neighbor's beagle - even though the beagle
was on a chain in its owner's fenced yard. Williams did not
get as much as he asked for because the jury believed the
beagle might have been provoked at the time of the butt bite
because Williams had climbed over the fence into the yard
and repeatedly shot the dog with a pellet gun. Pick a new
spot to scratch, you're getting a bald spot.
*3rd Place-Amber Carson of Lancaster, Pennsylvania
because a jury ordered a Philadelphia restaurant to pay her
$113,500 after she slipped on a spilled soft drink and broke
her tailbone. The reason the soft drink was on the floor: Ms.
Carson had thrown it at her boyfriend 30 seconds earlier
during an argument. Whatever happened to people being
responsible for their own actions? Only two more so ease
up on the scratching.
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*2nd Place-Kara Walton, of Claymont Delaware sued the
owner of a night club in a nearby city because she fell from
the bathroom window to the floor, knocking out her two front
teeth. Even though Ms. Walton was trying to sneak through
the ladies room window to avoid paying the $3.50 cover
charge, the jury said the night club had to pay her
$12,000....oh, yeah, plus dental expenses. Go figure. Ok.
Here we go.
*!!FIRST PLACE-!!This year's runaway First Place Stella
Award winner was: Mrs. Merv Grazinski, of Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma, who purchased new 32-foot Winnebago motor
home. On her first trip home, from an OU football game,
having driven onto the freeway, she set the cruise control at
70 mph and calmly left the driver's seat to go to the back of
the Winnebago to make herself a sandwich. Not
surprisingly, the motor home left the freeway, crashed and
overturned. Also not surprisingly, Mrs. Grazinski sued
Winnebago for not putting in the owner's manual that she
couldn't actually leave the driver's seat while the cruise
control was set. The Oklahoma jury awarded her...are you
sitting down? $1,750,000 PLUS a new motor home.
Winnebago actually changed their manuals as a result of
this suit, just in case Mrs. Grazinski has any relatives who
might also buy a motor home.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sickness & Health
*Roger Schlingloff severed the tip of his pinky finger at work.
We have been told he is doing fine.......(Posted 4/4/17)
Herb Vlokhos has been in the hospital twice in the past two
weeks with pancreastitis.......(Posted 6/7/17)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------Patricia Ann Glascott, wife of Eng. Co. member & Ex-Chief
Donald Glascott, passed away on April 7. She resided in
Colorado.
**********

Joan A. Schnitzler, wife of H&L member Daniel Schnitzler.
passed away on April 10. She resided in Farmingdale. Dan
was H&L recording secretary from 1980-1988.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------CONGRADULATIONS TO PARENTS FRANK &
ELIZABETH ROMANO (who live in California) ON THE
BIRTH OF THEIR SON RYAN JON. BORN 6/13/17, AT
6:31 PM, WEIGHING IN AT 8LB, 6OZ AND 20 INCHES
LONG. CONGRATS ALSO GO ALONG TO GRAND
PARENTS FRANK AND TERRI. “WONDER WHEN FRANK
AND TERRI WILL BE MOVING TO CALIFORNIA.”
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Do U remember?
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Memorial Day 2017

Business Listings
Helping One Another
Do you have a trade, business, or skill that a brother member might be able to use? Have you ever looked in the Yellow
Pages or the Penny Saver to hire somebody for that special project? Many of our members possess that something that you
may be looking for. If you would like your business or specialty listed in our newsletter contact us with the necessary
information and we will post it for all to see and use, AND IT’S FREE.
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