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The next Benevolent Association meeting will be Monday
Monday April 3,
3, 2017
2017, 8:00 PM,
PM at the
Farmingdale Fire Department.
HELL WEEK IS COMING.

12/13/24 – 3/9/17
IT IS WITH DEEP
REGRET THAT WE
ANNOUNCE THE
PASSSING OF 55 YR
H&L MEMBER AND
BENEVOLENT
MEMBER
RICHARD “IRISH”
FITZPATRICK
Benevolent Association of
Farmingdale
January 9, 2017 Meeting
Meeting called to order at 8:01 PM by President
D. Tortoso. Salute to the flag was led by Secretary
H. Pieloch. A moment of silence was observed for
our troops and the police and civilians killed this
past week in Florida.
Minutes of the October 3rd 2016 meeting were
read. A motion by R. Kostanoski, 2nd by R.
Cappadona to accept the minutes as read.
CARRIED.
Dues and Fines
Collection of dues this evening, $180.
Election of New Members
President Tortoso stated that he would like to
first vote on the three individuals that have applied
for membership, Benjamin Levy, Ernest Kozee
and Thomas Cinque. Motion R. Kostanoski, 2nd by
R. Cappadona that we approve the applications of
the three gentlemen. APPROVED. Benjamin
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Levy, Ernest Kozee were brought in and
welcomed by the membership.
Reports of Officers & Committees
President Tortoso hoped that everyone had a
wonderful Christmas and New Years and
welcomed all back to this lovely weather we are
having.
Treasurer Carpenter and P. LoNigro thanked the
association for the get well gift they received after
their hospital stays.
President Tortoso reported that all association
committees will remain the same for the 2017
year.
AUDIT - Secretary Pieloch, Trustees Romano and
Wass
BY-LAW - President Tortoso, Secretary Pieloch
and Trustee Wass
SICKNESS - Secretary Pieloch, Trustees Kelly
and Wass
Medicals bills for 2016 due by the April meeting
Sickness & Distress
Secretary Pieloch reported that Herb Vlokhos
had a kidney transplant the week before Christmas
and is home feeling fine.
Communications and Bills
Communications
None
Bills:
FFD Kitchen Committee $56.00
Piazzetta $425.60
P. Wass $58.27

Treasurer’s Report:
Treasurer Russ Carpenter read off the end of the
year report. Motion by N. Muniz, 2nd by A. Steinle
that we accept the Treasurer’s report. CARRIED.
Unfinished Business:
At the October meeting B. Sisco asked if we
could look into the purchase of a Life Alert
pendant for the membership. President Tortoso
asked M. O’Brien if he would look into it and
report back at our next meeting. M. O’Brien stated
that he did not look into it. The President said that
the Board discussed this issue and felt that our
$450 medical benefit would cover this item if a
member desired one and if there was financial
issues that a member could ask us for financial
help.
New Business:
Motion by P. LoNigro, 2nd by Alison Celaya for
refreshments. CARRIED.
Election of Officers & Trustees
Trustee B. Bensen term is up. Motion by Trustee
Kelly, 2nd by R. Kostanoski to elect B. Bensen for
Trustee. CARRIED. President reports B. Bensen
elected Trustee.
H. Pieloch for Secretary. Nominations are open
for Secretary. Motion by R. Kostanoski, 2nd by
Trustee Wass to elect H. Pieloch for secretary.
CARRIED. President reports H. Pieloch elected
Secretary.
K. Tortoso Sr. for Financial Secretary.
Nominations are open for Financial Secretary.
Motion by R. Kostanoski, 2nd by P. LoNigro that
we elect K. Tortoso Sr. for Financial Secretary.
CARRIED. President reports K. Tortoso Sr.
elected Financial Secretary.
R. Carpenter for Treasurer. Nominations
open for Treasurer. Motion by Trustee Wass,
by W. Scally that we elect R. Carpenter
Treasurer. CARRIED. President reports
Carpenter elected Treasurer.
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are
2nd
for
R.

Nominations are open for President. President
Tortoso turned the meeting over to Secretary
Pieloch for the vote. Motion by P. LoNigro, 2nd by
R. Kostanoski that we elect D. Tortoso for
President. CARRIED. Secretary Pieloch reports D.
Tortoso elected President.
Reading and Approval of Minutes:
A motion by A. DiPrima, 2nd by R. Stone to
dispense with the reading of the minutes due to the
lateness of the hour. CARRIED.
Receipts of the Evening
$180.
50/50 total $67…..The house received $30.
Roll Call
There were 32 members present.
Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
Henry J. Pieloch
Secretary
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Benevolent Association of
Farmingdale
April. 2nd 1945
Regular meeting of the Exempt firemen's
Association held on April 2nd, 1945, President
Beierling in chair together with 28 members at roll
call.
History

Motion by Trustee Wass, 2nd by R. Kostanoski
to pay the bills if found correct and those needing
further attention be brought up under new
business. CARRIED

Nominations are open for Vice President.
Motion by Trustee Wass, 2nd by Trustee Kelly that
we elect D. Yenzer for Vice-President.
CARRIED. President Tortoso reports A. Yenzer
elected Vice-President.

History

B. Reilly $10.84
Total $550.71

Minutes of meeting of January 8th and Board of
Directors meeting of January 29th, 1945, read for
information only.
Alfred Scherer of auditing committee reported
progress.
Motion "by William Lafferty seconded by Frank
Talbot that report he accepted.
Communications and bills-Letters from Brothers
Howard Scherer, Howard Woop, Joseph Brune,
William Wehner and Mrs. Edward Price also bills
of Henry Minke $10.63; Farmingdale grocers

$3.16; Village Print Shop $10.50 and Farmingdale
Post Office $16.36.
Secretary reported and delivered to Fin. Sec.
insurance collection of $464.46 for the year 1944.
Motion by Alfred Scherer seconded By William
Lafferty that bills be paid and communications
placed on file or taken up under new business if
necessary.
Applications for membership together with the
proper fee received and read from Elbert Doty,
Ernest Becker and Francis Duffy.
President Beierling appointed Alfred Scherer and
William Lafferty to act as tellers, meeting
proceeded to vote on applicants.
Motion by William Loehrs seconded by Charles
Bocker and carried that we ballot collectively.
Tellers report all ballots in favor and applicants
duly declared elected and secretary to so notify
them. Tellers discharged with vote of thanks.
Financial Secretary Brown reports receipts of
evening $545.46.
Motion by William Lafferty seconded by Charles
Bocker that report be accepted.
Treasurer reports General ^und $609.63; Ins. Acc.
$817.63 Death Benefit $114.63 and three bonds
valued at $1740. or total assets of $3,281.86.
Motion by Alfred Scherer seconded by William
Lafferty that report be accepted.
Motion by William Lafferty seconded, by Alfred
Seaman that we have refreshments.
President Beierling appointed Henry Minke and
Lyman VanNostrand to take care of same.
Motion by Alfred Scherer seconded by William
Lafferty that minutes be accepted as read.
Motion by William Lafferty second by Raymond
O’Donnell that we adjourn. Meeting adjourned at
10:05 P.M.
George W. Leonard Sec.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mailbox
January 26, 2017
To the Officers and Members of the
Benevolent Association,
Sorry for the delay in sending this, but thank
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you. Your thoughts and the gift were truly appreciated
during my recuperation from surgery.
Thank you again.
Russ Carpenter
_______________

Dear Benevolent,
Just a note to wish everyone Happy Thanksgiving, and
thank you for the gift card for the meat market also have
a very Merry Christmas.
Wishing you all the best wishes
Michael & Jean O’Brien
_______________

November 22, 2016
Dear Members,
Once again thank you for starting the holiday season
with your gift to us.
We wish you and your families all the very best for the
holidays and the new year.
Sincerely
Ed & Darlene Henn
_______________

To the officers and members of the Farmingdale Fire
Department Benevolent Association,
Thank You for the gift card to the meat market. Hope you all
have a safe and happy holiday season. Wishing you all the
best in 2017.
In kind regards
Glenn & Jennifer Steinle
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Evolution of Firefighters Personal
Protective Equipment
A house is on fire and people are trapped inside the
burning inferno. High pitched wails of fire sirens pierce
the still night air. In rush the firefighters to rescue those
inside. They are dressed in gear which makes them
look very frightening. Firefighters were not always able
to safely enter a burning structure to rescue trapped
victims; it is their modern PPE that enables them to be
safer and have more time to assist victims in any type of
fire or rescue emergency. PPE is the acronym for
Personal Protective Equipment. "PPE refers to any
clothing, helmets, and equipment, such as their selfcontained breathing apparatus, which are worn to
protect firefighters from injury." "Throughout history
firefighting personal protective equipment has evolved
in many ways. Fire can be a harsh reality, but today's
firefighters are much more prepared and protected than
the firemen years ago." People are rescued from the
deathly grips of fire every day by firefighters due to the
evolution of their helmets, clothing, and personal safety
devices.

Fire helmets have evolved over the 250 plus years
they have been in existence. Of all the protection a
firefighter has, the helmet was made and perfected
early on. The first helmet was made by Jacobus Turck
in 1731. It was round with a high crown and a narrow
brim. The firefighter in the mid-1700s was required to
wear a helmet while on duty. Matthew DuBois added
wire to the brim for resisting moisture, warping, and
heat. In 1830, a New York volunteer firefighter and
luggage maker, Henry Gratacap, made the first leather
helmet which had eight combs or segments that were
specially treated to resist rotting from over-exposure to
water. Even then, the fire helmets of the 1800s were
mainly used for decoration, not the wear and tear of
fighting a fire. The helmets of today's firefighters are
made with many protective issues in mind. They now
have 16 combs because the more combs present, the
stronger and more durable they become, especially
against heat. Today's helmets protect against water,
heat, and falling objects as well as providing vital
protection to the neck, but it does not provide adequate
eye protection. They are made in different colors to
denote the rank of the firefighter with one quick glance,
especially in the smoky environment in which the
firefighters work. The fire helmet is still required for
every firefighter responding to a fire.
The clothing that is worn by a firefighter is one of the
most important pieces of equipment that they have.
"The coat and pants used for structural firefighting are
commonly referred to as Bunker Gear or Turnout Gear,
and are designed to protect the wearer from the
hazards of fighting fires and other dangers that may be
encountered." The clothes of past firefighters are so
much different than they are today. The first uniforms
were for special occasions only, such as parades or
celebrations. They would wear everyday clothes to the
fire scene since they did not enter the burning structure;
they only fought the fire from the outside. The NFPA or
National Fire Protection Association sets the standards
and requirements of the PPE as well as certifying all of
the clothing that is worn by current firefighters.
Boots are very important in the safety of a firefighter
due to the hot and sharp objects they step on and the
falling objects that may trap and injure their feet. The
boots of old were made of rubber and used to go up to
the mid-thigh, hence the name "Three-quarters" boots.
Now the NFPA requires them to made of leather or
rubber, have steel-toes, be hard soled, and withstand
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many different blows and burns, as well as being below
the knee.
Gloves protect the firefighter's hands from the heat
and sharp objects they encounter as well as to
protecting them while using the powerful equipment,
ropes, and hoses. Past firefighters had to supply their
own leather gloves. Gloves today are made of a threelayer fire and heat resistant, high-performance fabric,
called Kevlar. The gloves are required by NFPA to
withstand and protect the firefighter from: flame, heat,
vapor, liquids and sharp objects.
The jackets and pants are the pieces of PPE that
have evolved more than any other. The first firefighters
did not need much protection because they fought the
fires from the outside of the burning structure. Thus,
early jackets were made for dryness and warmth. The
firefighters from the past did not have any special pants
to protect their legs because they had their "Threequarters" boots and long trench coat. The trench coat
was made of leather, canvas, or rubber with a cotton or
wool lining, because cotton and wool is fire resistant
and works to keep the heat of the flames and the
coldness of winter away from the firefighter's body. The
jacket is now made of a complex mixture of fire resistant
materials and can weigh as much as 15 pounds.
Today's bunker pants are the first article of PPE the
firefighter puts on when he is dispatched to a fire or
another emergency that requires leg protection. The
bunker pants themselves can weigh up to 30 pounds so
the firefighter must have suspenders to help hold his
pants up. The pants also have reinforced knees
because of all of the crawling they do.
The NFPA 1971 Standard on Protective Clothing for
Structural Fire Fighting requested an outer layer of
flame-resistant fabric that would not be destroyed
through charring, separating, or melting when exposed
to 500 °F for a five-minute period; a second layer to
prevent moisture from penetrating through to the
wearer; and a third layer to provide thermal insulation
from radiant, conducted, and convective heat. The
NFPA also requires reflective trim on the bunker gear to
provide visibility and identification in many different
conditions. This standard is now used for all firefighting
boots, gloves, jackets, and pants in the United States.
All of the bunker gear together can weigh up to 70
pounds without the breathing equipment, but it is a must
wear when fighting fires. Modern PPE enables a
firefighter to safely enter a burning building to extinguish

☺Time for a Little Humor☺
A guy walks into a post office one day to
See a middle-aged, balding man standing at
the counter methodically placing "Love" stamps on bright
pink envelopes with hearts all over them. He then takes out a
perfume bottle and starts spraying scent all over them. His
curiosity getting the better of him, he goes up to the balding
man and asks him what he is doing. The man says, "I'm
sending out one thousand Valentine cards signed, 'Guess
who?'"
"But why?" asks the man. "I'm a divorce lawyer," the man
replies.
**********

Love those Church Ladies
*Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7
PM. Please use the back door.
*The church will host an evening of fine dining, super
entertainment and gracious hostility.
*Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian
Church. Please use large double door at the side entrance.
*Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the
addition of several new members and to the deterioration
of some older ones.
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*This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the
park across from the Church. Bring a blanket and come
prepared to sin.
*The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the
Congregation would lend him their electric girdles for the
pancake breakfast next Sunday.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

April

Happy Birthday
Kevin Newman-4/2
Joseph Purtill -4/3
Anton Steinle-4/3
Richard Happ-4/5
Robert Pence-4/5

Michael DiBartolo-4/6
William Specht-4/8
Patrick Tortoso-4/11
Anthony Nuzzi-4/16
Walter Scally-4/24

May

Firefighter Personal Safety Devices or PSDs are very
important to today's firefighters. PSDs are the most
important as well as the newest pieces of firefighting
equipment. In 1863, James Braidwood invented a
breathing apparatus which is credited as being the first
breathing apparatus for firefighters. Air was pumped
from bellows through a hose and into a mask; it was
dubbed the "Smoke mask." It was rarely used because
it was unreliable and bulky. During and after World War
II, firefighters started to use gas masks, but these did
not protect against carbon monoxide nor function in an
oxygen-deficient environment. n 1945, Scott Aviation
introduced the Scott Air park. This Self-Contained
Breathing Apparatus or SCBA is now a very essential
piece of firefighting gear because it provides important
protection for the firefighter's lungs, respiratory tract,
eyes, and face. The tank weighs about 30 pounds and
can hold up to 30 minutes of air. It is worn on the
firefighter's back and is connected to an airtight mask
that fits securely on the firefighter's face.

*The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's
Hamlet in the Church basement Friday at 7 PM. The
congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.

Robert Cappadona-5/3
Thomas Jorgensen-5/3
Kenneth Martin-5/11
Daniel Nickola-5/12
Frederick Gerhard-5/14
Jared Arlin-5/15

Daniel Haas-5/16
Richard L. Tortoso-5/16
Gary Carpenter-5/20
Russell Carpenter-5/20
William MacKay-5/23
Chris Lorenzen-5/27

Salvatore Badalamenti -6/3 Anthony Pagan-6/16
Eric Kuck-6/4
Frank Jon Romano-6/16
John Senia-6/6
Keith J. Ryan Jr.-6/16
Ryan T. Kelly-6/9
Stephen Ryan-6/16
Daniel Conway-6/12
Christopher Pieloch-6/20
Matthew Oppedisano-6/12 Scott Gorman-6/30
James McGuire III-6/14
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

June

the flames and rescue any possible victims. The
clothing of today's firefighters protects them from
anything they come into contact with and is required
whenever one is fighting a fire or dealing with another
emergency, such as a car crash.

Sickness & Health
*Skip Schumeyer is home from the hospital. He had issues
with his rejection medications.......(Posted 12/5/16)
*Since the last post Skip has been in and out of the hospital
a number of times.......(Posted 12/29/16)
*Nick Muniz is in the hospital with a bad stomach
virus.......(Posted 12/16/16)
*Rusty Carpenter had surgery at Winthrop Hospital and is
home resting.......(Posted 12/29/16)
*Herb Vlokhos had a kidney transplant on 12/19/16 and is
home resting.......(Posted 12/29/16)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2016 MEDICAL BILLS DUE THIS MEETING
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Do you
remember
our drill
teams?
Can you
name
everyone in
these
photos?

Sea Cliff Muster 1974
How good is your memory???
Who are these guys??? Early 70’s
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Were you at this Department diner??? l to r:Bill & Diane Pullaro, John
& Helen Citrano, Joe & Rose Schweitzer, Anton & Eleanor Steinle

Foam Drill Time
4/96 – 4/97 Rescue Squad
l to r: Captain Bob Cappadonna,
1st Lt. Chris Pieloch,
Chief Chauffeur Anthony Bartone,
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Who is the female in this photo???
Year 1987-88.
l to r:George Kuck, Russ Carpenter,
??female??, Sam Orobona,
Joe Schweitzer

Irish Fitzpatrick and Bill Sisco

Business Listings
Helping One Another
Do you have a trade, business, or skill that a brother member might be able to use? Have you ever looked in the Yellow
Pages or the Penny Saver to hire somebody for that special project? Many of our members possess that something that you
may be looking for. If you would like your business or specialty listed in our newsletter contact us with the necessary
information and we will post it for all to see and use, AND IT’S FREE.
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